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overcome the Conservative administration. When analysed subjectively, the situation shows why every Government must fail until democracy is superseded. Here a powerful Government, having no motive force within itself with which to hold its public, gave way to sentimental urges from without. Having no appeal, it fell to making demonstrations of its own good faith. Nothing had been flatter nor more futile than the Arcos raid. It was necessary, but need never have become a platform scare. The whole Russian business had been piteous and a further sign of weakness. It was an appeal to people's sentiment to fear the "Reds," whereas the Socialists appealed to people's intellects to remove the old regime. Their attitude was nobler and more satisfying. Inevitably public opinion must drag a Government to an inferno of its own sentiments, when it has no force left to mould public opinion.
In the last half year weakness became more manifest. The Government talked of what it was, to apologise for what it had not done.    It stood upon the  virtues of its own morality like a jilted lover.    Its almost final gain was someone else's loss.    Even Mr. Baldwin was trumped forth as its highest card; when the Liberal fund was being scowled at  and  condemned.     It  was  now some  years  since  the nation had grown tired of hearing Aristides called "the Just/' but once again he took his title as in contrast to the cunning wizard from beyond the  Marches.    Against Mr, Lloyd George, Mr. Baldwin made a deft appeal to steady-going decency and honesty of purpose.    The humbug that the weak are forced to is a sickening thought.   Nevertheless with all complacency the Tory propagandists hailed their chief and never seemed to realise that their appeal to middle class approval was a crowning sign of failure.   The fact of thinking right became an offset to inaction.   Its morals were the Cabinet's last asset; its last virtues, other people's vices. The only respite that Mr. Baldwin had was on the Prayer Book controversy*    It must  be   mentioned for  its  deep significance.     That wonderful display of inconsistency of